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Ref. MMA/001/2008-09
Dear Friends,

On behalf of Manchester Malayalee Association we sincerely apologies to all our esteemed members for not celebrating Onam together under the banner of MMA this year. As Onam being our National Festival we believe that you all have celebrated Onam in its traditional fashion either at your home or within your local area.  
This letter intended to give you an update on the recent developments and decisions taken by the MMA General Body. MMA conducted an Emergency General Body meeting on 7th September 2008 at West Indian Community Hall. In this general body the following discussion/decision have been taken;

· The rejuvenation committee presented their activity report since assigning responsibility on 12th July 2008.

· The rejuvenation committee submitted their resignation.

· Mr. Shajimon KD was elected as the chair to conduct the proceeding.

· Some of the former committee members explained their experience/issues they had in the previous year.

· After listening both view points the general body held an open discussion and decided to cancel the suspension imposed on some of the previous office bearers by majority vote. 

· The general body decided to conduct a floor election to the Executive Committee for the year 2008-2009, but unfortunately no body willingly came forward to accept responsibility.

· Within the General Body Mr. Shajimon KD was selected as president, Mr. Shiji Joseph as temporary secretary and Mr. Renji Varkey as a committee member. The general body endorsed the above members to select the remaining Executive Committee members for the year 2008-2009.
The three members selected by the General Body held two meetings and decided to approach few people from each ward to request them to come forward to the Executive Committee. Most of these contacts were in consultation with members who represented their respective areas in the previous years. Though we have received encouraging support and co-operation from everybody contacted but unfortunately most of them informed that they don’t want to become a member of the Executive Committee and rather promised their full support for the smooth functioning of MMA.  We relay on their promises to take MMA to a much higher platform. 
The Executive Committee 2008-2009

· Mr. Shajimon K.D

-
President

· Mr. Saju Kavunga

-
Vice President

· Mr. Shiji Joseph

-
Secretary

· Mr. Sunil Philip 

- 
Joint Secretary

· Mr. Raju Joseph

-
Treasurer

· Mr. Renji Verkey

-
Member
North Manchester

· Mr. Saji Mathew

-
Member
Withington

· Mr. Shaju Anthony

-
Member
Burnage

· Mr. Jose Athimattathil
-
Member 
Longsight 

We welcome members from other areas that have no representation within this Executive Committee. If anybody interested please contact any of the above Executive Committee members. In the unfortunate event of nobody willingly coming forward to take up the vacancies, the Executive Committee for 2008-2009 would have only nine members in it. 
We would like to update you that representatives of MMA met Gorton MP Mr. Gerald Kaufman on 26th September and submitted a memorandum along with numerous signatures, expressing our members’ concern about the proposed changes in the Immigration Rules. The MP reassured MMA representatives that he would express our concerns within the Parliament. 
Unfortunately for the first time we missed out our Onam since we started MMA in 2003 but let’s forget about it and look forward to Christmas/New year celebrations now. We are glad to inform our esteemed members that the West Indian Community Hall has booked for Sunday the 28th December to celebrate Christmas and New Year. We humbly request your time, resources, support, co-operation, encouragement and participation to make it a grand success.
We as a community need to find fund for organizing seasons celebrations to meet together and eat together. These celebrations provide a platform for the budding generation an insight into our way of life, culture, language, social integration and most of all an opportunity to develop their talents. 

We sincerely thank all the members who have been paying their annual subscription regularly. We request all those members who haven’t paid their annual subscriptions to clear the dues kindly and to reaffirm their loyalty to strengthen MMA. 

The Executive Committee members, within their time constraints of work and family commitments, will soon be approaching you to collect the subscriptions and update the address details. Please co-operate with them and pay the subscriptions as well as clear any overdue. 

Looking forward for your co-operation, guidance and support….

Yours Sincerely

Secretary

Manchester Malayalee Association
7th Oct. 2008  
President : Shajimon K.D  (07886526706) Vice President: Saju Kavunga(07850006328) Secretary: Shiji Joseph (07966262999)  Joint Secretary: Sunil Philip (07725914983) Treasurer : Raju Joseph (07982186954) Executive Members: Renji Verkey( 07854354066), Saji Mathew (07727610885), Jose Athimattathil (07988711485), Shaju Anthony ( 0161 4322416)  
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